The Growth of Sudan Communications
The line of communication between Abu Hamed and
Berber was an awkward one. The navigable waterway
of the Nile was interrupted at two places by cataracts
where all cargoes had to be landed and carried by camel
convoys for several miles to the open water at the head
of the rapids. The delays, the loss of stores and the
difficulties inseparable from such a line of communication
made the extension of the railway a matter of the first
importance. By the middle of January, 1898, the material
for the railway extension began to arrive, and by March 10th
railhead had reached Bashtenab at the head of the first
of the two cataracts and seventy-five miles from Abu
Hamed.
During the latter part of March news was received that
a large Dervish force under the Emir Mahmud was moving
north -eastwards across the country between the Nile and
the Atbara. The object of the move was clear; Mahmud
intended to outflank the Anglo-Egyptian force and strike
at its communications*
On hearing the news the Sirdar concentrated his force
at KLenur—a village on the Nile a few miles to the north
of its confluence with the Atbara. A few days later it
was' known that Mahmud had crossed the Atbara and
the whole force moved out of Kenur to meet him. The
action known as the Battle of Atbara was fought on
April 8th. Mahmud was taken prisoner and his army
was all but annihilated. This was the only serious
attempt on the part of the Dervishes to attack Kitchener's
line of communications, and after it had failed no further
danger of the sort was to be apprehended.
When the Battle of the Atbara was fought railhead
was still in the Abu Sillem desert* and on May 5th the
* The line, as originally laid, made a wide detour through the Abu
Sillem desert to avoid the difficult ground near the river.
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